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CIA KILLED KENNEDY p.1 



LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
IN KENNEDY DEATH 



NOT ALONE 
-- WECHT 



ou ' d think t .;a people I is ten to a 

~*an like Cyril Vecbt. 

HcS a forensic pathologist* a person with 
degree* in both law and medicine* He’s Re- 
search Professor of Lav and Directs, InsM- 
tute of Forensic Sciences, at Dunnes ne Uni- 
versity; and a Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Pathol os v at Pitt Hedical School. He’s 
also a recent past president of both the Amer- 
ican Academy of Forensic Sciences and of the 
American College of Legal Medicine. 3esides 
■11 of which, he's the Coroner of Allegheny 
County. 

But when he begins to talk about the dis- 
crepancies in the Warren Commisssion Report 
an the assassination of President John Kenne- 
dy, silence is both the official and consis- 
tent response. 

this August. Wecht became the second non- 




government medical expert allowed to view the 
items from the autopsy of President Kennedy 
stored at the National Archives in Washington. 

In an interview with the Fair Witness* 
Wecht caid he questioned the Commission's 
findings even before his two days of research 
at the National Archives, but when he came 
out his conclusion was that "the Warren Com- 
mission Report is totally untenable, unaccept- 
able, and absolutely incorrect as far as its 
Findings on Lee Harvey Oswald and the single 
assassin theory." 

The Kennedy family turned over numerous 
items from the autopsy to the Archives in Oc- 
tober, 19&6. with the stipulations chat none 
of the material be released to the public 
durins the lifetime of Kennedy family members, 
and that after five years "recognized experts 
in pathology or related Sciences" would be 
allowed to view them. 



Hi# fir** i «xp<*Tt granted permission t« 
view tile iceas was Dr. John Lattloer of few 
y ork. l-it timer .is a urologist — * kidnev and 
Madder specialist— whoso main «iuail flcatimi 
iccw* to be that hr &a* been n consistent dc- 



r m^r of th*> Commission** find tags, l^ttiner 



4N 




Cyril Wecht 

.pent three hours in .the Archives Ust January 
«*nd lasted lately released his conclusion that 
the autopsy l tens supported the Warren Commis- 
s ion’s findings. 

Wecht, Chen, was the first critic of the 
Coeaission to be allowed entrance, and this 
only after nearlr a year of attempting to get 
permission fron Burke Marshall, a law profes- 
sor at Yale who is acting as a representative 
for the Kennedy farily. Wecht said he prob- 
ably wouldn’t have gotten permission at all 
if Marshall hadn’t been prodded by others in- 
terested in the findings. 

When Wecht ft nail v did make it to the Ar- 



chives on August 23 and 24. b# said he discov- 
ered a number of autopsy items were inexplic- 
ably aalsslfti- — oust notably the President's 
preserved brain and a number of microscopic 
lilidnx of ll 5 |Q*s removed from the bullet 
wounds. So far. no one has publicly said 
whether these items still exist. But what 
rennlnrd was enough for Wecht to confirm hi » 
doubt*. 

Wecht recreated the scene at Healey Plara 
and Parkland Hospital. both in Dallas , and at 
rhe Bethesda Mavat Hospital, where Che autopay 



: oraed the night of November 22. 

T fl .. ..1 ..t O T . • ... .Vi L. P 4 f 1 .1 I* M r 



In Healey Plata, the President's car "bad 
{uat K 4 de n right turn and was proceed in;j to 
in muJurpass when shots rang out. President 
Cennedv clutched hU throat, tremor John faa* 
nally (of Texas) was struck, then ICennedv was 
struck fn the head/* By the time the Presi- 
dent was brought to Parkland Hospital nearly 
10 minutes Inter he was already dead, t!u* 
basics of "life” bein* preserved only by ma- 
chine. 

'Under Texas law the autopsy should hove 
been performed in Dallas.** said Wecht, * But 
there was much confusion, a lot of shouting 
and ordering going on, and eventually through 
ruse and other means the body was taken out a 
private door and put aboard Air Force 1 for 
the flight back to Washington. 

”Xov, the autopsy at Bethesda Naval Hos- 
pital should not have been any cause for con- 
fusion. Unfortunately, instead of the tine 
lapse being used to get the nest qualified 
pathologists for the autopsy, the situation 
$ot vorsft with the passage of time." 

Wecht said three staff doctors were given 
the task, onlv one of whom had any experience 
fcontirvted on nacr# 7> 
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Vicb forensic p.tholcpy fthe field of eedlclnc 
dealing with criminal .action). "It was e ss»«n- 
ttnlly n military undertaking," he aitld. *'Ad- 
("ir.nis, generals. FBI and Secret Service per- 
sonnel were present in the roorrt to oversee the 
autopsy. The doctors acted a* mflijtary subor- 
dinates. 

According to records made at Parkland Hos- 
pital r Bfecht said, doctors there noted two 
sounds: one. u huge Raping hole, on the right 

aide of the head; and the other a round hole 
In the middle front of his neck . 

Doctors performing the autopsy in kashing- 
too. however, noted these wounds r the huge 
Raolng hole In the head, a smaller hole in 
the- upper back of hi. head, and a hole to hi. 
bark approximately »ix Inches belou Phouldar 
level. 

Thl* latter wound was puaxlieg because no 
exit wound was found for lr, vet the bullet 
^ not In the body. -They concluded.** Veche 
* ; * id * that th# bullet which had entered his 
fzc* foil out of the same hole onto a *• t r e t - 
ehcr vhe n doctors .it Parkland administered 
pressure to the President *s chest to revive 
his heart/* And. indeed, a bullet had been 
round on a stretcher by a janitor at Park- 
land the afternoon of the assassination. 

The bullet wound In the throat was not 
oven examined because doctors at Parkland, 
in their haste, had used the bullet hole to 
insert a breathing device into the President's 
throat. Thus , the Bethesda doctors noted 
only an "incision” in their report. ,m Ho one 
there had enough Forensic experience to real- 
ise the incision was actually a bullet vmtnd " 
said Wccht- * 

And so. Wecht said, the doctors at Bethes- 
da released the body for burial .and gave their 
results: the President had been struck once 

in the back, (the bullet of which exited from 
the some hole), and once in the head (the 
bullet of which fragmented) . Nothing was said 
about the smaller wound on the head; and, of 
course, nothing was said about the throat 
wound . 

Wecht said the enbarassing part of the 
autopsy came the next day — after the body 




learned for the first time that there had 
also been a wound in the throat (a wound 
which, becuase of Its soallness. the Parkland 
doctors had described as an "entrance wound"). 
Rather than admit their mistake and re-exam- 



"despicable" choice "to be quiet about it." 

The cas 1st way to get out was to simply 
match up the wound six inches below the shoul- 
ders in the back and the wound fn his throat. 
"But you couldn't very well have a bullet en- 
tering six Inches below the neck, rsake a sud- 
den U-turn and exit out the throat. So they 
simply altered the sketches that had pin- 




pointed the wounds. Tver seen the firat sket- 
ches sad* of the wounds and they showed a 
T *ound six inches below the shoulders. I’ve 
•ilan seen the holes in Kennedy’s shirt and 
Jacket and everything mat ehe§ up. But in 
their testimony for the Warren Commtupiou # 
the doctors simply moved the hole up several 
Inches” to make everything plausible. "Nobody 
challenged them. They said they hadn't drawn 
the firsr ^ketches to stale but now they could 
r» r-enber where the wound was. Every oth*.*r 
hole, scar, incision, and nark, was dravr in 
exactly. Only this hole waa several inches 
off." Ig 

Wecht said that in December of 1*66 he 
v «* allowed to view the Zaprudor film of t?te 
assassination, which he said he did over one 
hundred tines In addition to examing blow- 
ups of each frame. He said that unio- this 
fiU, the FBI was able to gouge the length of 
tioe between the first and last times the 
President was struck, which turned out to be 
approximately sir. seconds. 

They also tested the weapon Oswald alleg- 
edly used (a bolt -action, single-shot «arm- 
licher-Carcano rifle) and found that the 
quickest anyone could load and fire it — 
never nind aim it— was 7.3 seconds. This 
fact presented another problem in that there 
were four known shots fired, the iensjth of 
tiae between their found to be six seconds, 
and that it took the fastest narkssnn almost 
d«v«yn seconds just to get off that suny wild 
shots. 

The results indicated it was "an ispoRSl- 
bilicy that one person could have done all 
the shooting." Wecht said it was this con- 
tradiction that led to the famous "single” 
or "magic" bullet theory; which affirmed that 
one bullet "entered John Kennedy’s back and 
exited through his neck, went into Covernor 
Cornual ly’s right back, broke a rib, exited 
from hi* right chest Into his right wrist 
where it shattered a large bone, then went 
into his right thigh, only to be found later 
on the stretcher at Parkland Jkispital." 

"Whatever needed to be done to correct 
their inconsistencies was done," charged 
Wecht, "because no one else knew what was 
going on, and it was not until years later 
that private investigators had a chance to 
see the evidence." 

Warren Commission exhibit 3*9 is the bul- 
let found on the stretcher at Parkland. 

Wecht said his examination of the Archives 
x-rays showed particles of metal In Kennedy's 
chest and also in Connolly’s chest — traces of 
the bullet chat passed through ther.. This 
same bullet was also supposed to hove broken 
one of Cotmally’s ribs and shattered a bone 
in his wrist. The bullet is a 6.5 nss. shell 
with an original weight of 161 grasss. The 
bullet found on the Stretcher at Parkland has 
a weight of 159 grafts. 

Wecht pointed out two more flaws with the 



CoBsaifloion findings 

(1) According to the Report, the bullet 
lose only two grams in passing through both 
Kennedy and Coonal ly and leaving traces behind 
in both; 

(2) and after doing all this damage to 
both men. the bullet has "no deformities in 
its upper two-thirds at all and the bottom 
one- third shows only very minima 1 flattening 
with no lose of substance.” 

In addition, one small section of the base 
was removed by the FBI for examination, which 
brings up the question of how the bullet 
could have lest any substance In passing 
through the two men and still welsh 159 grans 
after the sample was r nvoved. 

Still another impossibility with the Com- 
mission* a findings, said Wecht, w ns that the 
bullet was moving from right to left as it 
passed through Kennedy, then had to abruptly 
turn in aid -air to go into Connally’s right 
back (Counally was seated in the car directly 
in front of the President) . '’Bullets only do 
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life." 

"There Is not one forensic pathologist 
I've calked with who balieves the Warren. Com- 
mission findings," said Wecht. "And without 
Che single-bullet theory, the Warren -Cowls- 
sion conclusion of a lone assassin is des- 



troyed. The evidence clearly Indicates that 
»t least no re than one person was involved in 




WechL said he hod no special information 
about who the other aasassin(a) might he r but 
he implicated Dallas Patrolman J.o’ Tippet— 
the policeman killed by Oswald crimiCes after 
the assassination— as part of the assassina- 
tion conspiracy. According to Vacht, 45 min- 
utes after the assassination. Tippet, "who 
was in a place he had no business being** 

(since all police had been ordered to Dcaley 
Plaza) spotted Oswald walking down a street, 
"decided that be was the assassin," and went 
after him — only to be himself killed. 

"J.D. Tippet was there to do a job that 
because of his failure. Jack Rubv had to 
complete two days later," ch*rp«<J U«rht . 

"By legal definition wo* re dealing with a 
conspiracy," Said Wecht. And who is behind 
It? Wecht points to members of the CIA. 

He said that Harvey Oswald had been 
on the payroll of the CIA prior to the assas- 
sination. "The CIA has pulled bloody, cut- 
throat operations all around the world," he 
said, "yet no one wants to believe that they 
do the same things here." 

Wecht* s conclusions, as limited as they ^ 
are, parallel those of former New Orleans Dis- 
trict Attorney Janes Garrison, with whom 
Wfecht has worked on Investigations relating 
to the Kennedy killing. Garrison has claimed 
that a group of right-wing CIA members along 
with members of the Cuban-exile community 
plotted and carried out the assassination of 



John Kennedy, in the belief that Kennedy was 
beginning a leftward swing that threatened 
national security. They also believed that 
Kennedy was planning a rapprochement with 
Fidel Castro. 

Lee Harvey Oswald lived for 36 hours af- 
ter the assassination. All that time, Wecht 
said, he was being interrogated by federal, # 

state and local authorities. Yet, said Wecht, / 

we are told that not o ne note, tape record- / 

ing, or transcriot was made In all those 36 
hours of interrogation. Yet, the Dallas pa- ' 
lice force was then reputed to be one of the 
most experienced in the country when it came 
to hooocide cases. 

"But who listens to all of this?" Wecht 
asked. The Warren Commission findings have 
remained the official version of the assassin- 
ation for almost ten years, and few seem dis- 
posed to challenge those findings. Not sur- 
prisingly, the Pittsburgh Press, Wecht** home- 
town paper, refused to print more than a brief 
account of h£s visit to the Archives— an ac- 
count which mentioned only in passing that 
Wecht disputed the Commission's findings. 
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